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Since the introduction of Nickelodeon and Cartoon Network in the 1990s, students 
entering university now are more exposed to animation than ever before. There is 
also an increased amount of programmes on TV and the Internet showing the 
making of films. Students entering university are consequently more aware of 
established formats used within the character design process such as model 
sheets and expression sheets and of the area of character design as a profession.

People We Know is the title of a series of three projects offered between 2016 
to 2019 to three cohorts of students on the BA Animation Degree at the University 
of East London.

The projects were designed to teach an area of study traditionally defined within 
animation as Character Design. By placing people from real life as the starting point 
and centre of the study, it was hoped that students might be able to get a deeper 
understanding of the subject of character design, and thereby create believable 
characters and convincing narratives, that originated directly from the selected 
subjects.

By titling the projects People We Know, I tried to steer students away from any 
preconceived impressions they may have had about the process of Character 
Design. Although it would be crucial to underpin student learning with a continual 
practice of observational drawing, students were also dicouraged to view 
characters as just types of form and treatment. Through this project, I wanted to 
establish whether narratives constructed about people from real life might provide 
a better platform to learn how to design believable characters.

The first two projects taught in the first year dealt with Character Design, while 
students created Animated documentaries using the same process in the second 
year. The following pages contain a selection of character designs and comics that 
students created as part of the first part of the People We Know Project.
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